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Waters

Canoes carry

adventurers
to Angel Falls

Story 'and photos
by Edward |. Placidi

ANAIMA FALLS, Venezuela — The
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Approaching the airs tnputCnnllmn.
Venumhlhrnlt national park with
horizonless

The four-day Angel can , while not.
that mmlorhblu.Anh‘n'l that m“nf’od cldu‘:n The
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right ride canoes through waters.

Travelers at
churned to a frothy white by four thundering
cataracts emptying into Canaima Lagoon.
Above, an Amazon resident spins Its web.
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youngest of the nine people in
our group were l.n their 30s, the
oldest their 60s. The pace was
quite relaxed, with never more
than four or five hours per day
in the 40-foot-lo) umu pow-

ered by ouf a
lot of time for wdldng, -wfm
mnl nnd exploring

t.h- canoe lo.dad with nll
sions, our lifejackets on, rt In-
gan to rain — and nnly

<o “vl" really dry. Bdut t.h;
rain at least guarantee
make it.

If water levels aren’t high
enough on the Carrao and
Churrun rivers, the route is not
navigable. Thus trips are run
only during the rdny u:‘o:l;hl o‘;
ber. an
Aul\nt are w-mn. This is also
when, to our surprise, the Ama-
zon's Guyana Highlands can be
quite cool, especially at night.

‘The waters were 8o high and
fast-moving for us that parts of
the journey turned into a
white-water adventure. At one
point, the rapids were so fierce
that for safety we had to trek
45 minutes over open savannah
while our navigators, local Indi-
ans who know the rivers well,

‘The first day we cruised wt
cnnrin;. dense vegetation
lnlgld lown to the river ban!

termite nests hngml m
branches and birds swooping —
arriving nt Orchid Island in mid

The area’s namesake
orchids bloom only in the
spring but we hiked trails aflut-
ter with colorful b\ltmﬂiu.
were visited by parrots
for crackers and swam in a c-l.m
river inlet.

But a word of warning here:
Don't sit on a log wearing jun l
bathing suit. The growing
on the rotting stung my

skin raw, and it burned
and itched for hot

Pl the rivers, rain in our
faces, the sun would burst out

m.. enmdel oprlneing from

e faces, their
summits - ippearing as cren-ﬂb-
ed, ghostly battlements of
once- fe The

e Angel pours off of, 9,700-
l‘oot Auyan Tcpm (Devil's
Mountain).

South

America and Africa separated

into two continents, the npuu
are known as the “islands

time” for atop the virtually i Im-
n(n-b summits, many s)

cies of flora and fauna avolvnd
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in isolation, There has been
limited exploration and little
scientific knowledge gathered,
but they have been fertile
ground for man’s imagination.
Among the many who
lpuwnod !unumc legends here
Rnhlgh, who in

1596 dunu

psed
“El Dorado,” And a humil who
in 1956 says he saw marine rep-
tiles on Auyan Tepui thought to
have died out some 60 million
years ago and found evidence of

alien vulton

The Gu; Highlands were
the umu for Sir Arthur Co-
nan Doyle's The Lost World,

with its dinosaurs roaming a
prohlmric preserve, and W.H.
Hudson’s haunting Green Man-
sions as well as based on
those works. The pervasive ee-
rie aura here, created by ever-
present clouds and mists swirl-
ing around the tepuis, has l.l-
ways nurtured legends, and
hnuhuﬂom of wrlun

Orchid hhndd.y sle .m nk nbo‘ ard mcmm i
to slee) 3 -

g U35 smtatie l:l ooy The jungle river joumey to the falls is 40-foot S.

sions. The first was to Pozo de

Felicidad (the

Well of Happi- in the vicinity ever since — be- straight hours and, from our Y.

coming a legend himself. Many hammocks, wawnu-.ludunrlv-

m-g,f o B cance trips stop to vist Laime e rise and and flood the
'} at
d‘? ;:: .,;d”p' chum‘h&r: spins strange tales, breakfast
rocks dlawmg the sheata of wa. his ongo G
ter blissfully massage you toric creatures and proof of
ﬁom head wdm o | ophy IR
The was to see the

hermit. Alexander Laime is be- Tating books and aver ‘ free-
lieved to have been the first ©ld newspaper clippings of him- | Jance travel writer and pho-
ever to climb Auyan Tepui, He el and the falls. b tographer based in the
did it 85 years ago and has lived The last night it rained 16 ¥ Fernando Valley.

Things to know before you go

Avensa Airlines operates the night at the lodge at trips. Landing in the Amazon to
lodge and air service from Cara- o{ththmm(hhlnthﬂunw w&mmnchlimhh-an-
cas. The one daily ht and
the lodge are often full, so re- ‘I"bnlo omnlmnnlu
serve_space in advance, An  accommodations on a calm
overnight package uu:ludmc air, beach on the opposite end
room and all m runs $216
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The airlines’
to]llm U.S. number is (800)
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Talis one ‘local excursion.

I\c surf of Whikiki. The gardens On Whikiki or Maui, guests will also

Special with this ad
A\BUY 1-Get 1 FREEIAI

of Kauai, The white sands of Maui.

Now the lure of the islands is more

Princess 7 nights S0
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Sherton 5 nights $731—save $194
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Sheraton 5 nights $884—save 5
M 7 i $1079 s 331
view
Rosl 5 nights $745—save $299
Hawaiian 7 nights $922—save $404
Hotel
Beachfront

Sherator 5 nights $831—save $315
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(From Los Angeles)
‘When you arrive at the island of your
choice, you'll be greeted with
a traditional Hawaiian flower lei.

be treated to a welcoming continental
breakfast orientation. For those times
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; tempting than ever with Continental when you want to do more than just lie
i Guand Destinations packages, including on the beach, Cardmembers staying
; round-trip aitfare, hotel, and more, on Maui or Kauai will receive a
{ that start as low as $379. FREE CONVERTIBLE
i BUDGET|RENT A CAR
Waikiki foruse while on the island.
: $379 -
i Five Nights
! fiesch Syl CONTINENTAL
And, with the Weekend Privileges™ Call yout travel agent or Continental
program, you can save up to $808 Grand Destinations at
per couple for a 7-night stay or up 1-800-634-5555 and press 2 for
to $630 per couple for 5 nights. Just use Hawaii. And remembes, before you
the American Express® Card or the take off for paradise, take
Optima® Card to pay for the following advantage of Weekend Privileges
Grand Destinations packages. the only way you can.
CARDMEMBER EXCLUSIVE! Wih the American Express Card.
! il Deorit Leave Home Without i
! Shemon 3 igho

Delaying purchase
could save money

By Herb and Ruth Shannon

Q: We will be in London in
November and plan to visit
fast, Northern , for a
week or two. Should we pur-
chase London-Belfast round-
trip air tickets before we travel

riced car rental agencies in

last?
— Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Barr,
Torrance

‘or the answer to both of
your eltiom. we consulted
Jean lylor, an information

Tuu!ht

in Brm-h Nurumn Ireland;
Shannon ic of
Ir-hnd), she lud the thln‘

"u'. quite possible they can
get excursion fare tickets be-

travel agency in London ﬁ
last-minute excursion or dis-
count fares. On your

Nntionnl Car Rental mncy,
represents

inthhwunuy, wuru
local o t
We have used both the above
Britain and Ireland

in
and have found their services
very satisfactory. For further
comparison contact Dan Dooley
Rent-a-Car, which has offices in
London, B';':‘l‘nt and County

(800) 331-9301. o
Korea tourlm
: At the LA, Fur 1
M thl Km'n

mblt, includlnl a dnnuo
How much of Korea’s
tourism comes from the U.S.
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